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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 518 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 42, Photography. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 518:1977), of which Table 1 and Figure 1 have 
been technically revised. 
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Photography — Camera accessory shoes, with and without 
electrical contacts, for photoflash lamps and electronic 
photoflash units — Specification 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies the dimensions of camera accessory shoes, with and without electrical 
contacts, for photoflash lamps and electronic photoflash units. The dimensions given in Figures 1 and 2 are 
basic for the solid shoe. When an accessory shoe is equipped with springs or other devices for holding the 
accessory foot tightly or maintaining good electrical contact, the dimensions of the shoe can be changed 
within the range in which their interchangeability and functions will not be affected. 

2 Dimensions 

The dimensions shall be as given in Figures 1 and 2. 

3 Construction details 

3.1 Accessory shoes with and without electrical contact 

3.1.1 Clearance for the accessory equipment 

3.1.1.1 A rectangular area, Area A of Figure 3, extending 12,5 mm in front, 25,0 mm at the back of the 
shoe and 25,0 mm to the right and to the left of the centre of the shoe, shall be devoid of obstruction higher 
than 2,0 mm above the top surface of the shoe. 

3.1.1.2 A circular area, Area B of Figure 3, of diameter 30,0 mm, located as dimensioned in Figure 3, 
shall be devoid of obstruction higher than the top surface of the shoe. 

3.1.2 Clearance for insertion of the accessory equipment foot 

A rectangular area, Area C of Figure 3, extending 25,0 mm from the back of the shoe and 20,0 mm wide, shall 
be devoid of any obstruction above the plane of the base surface of the shoe. 

3.2 Accessory shoes with electrical contacts 

The electrical contact surface (∅ 5 mm of Figure 1) shall be flat and the edge rounded off. The insulation 
resistance shall be no less than 30 MΩ when tested at between 0 °C and 40 °C and a relative humidity of 
40 % to 85 %. 
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Dimensions in millimetres 

 

Key 
1 contact 
2 insulation 

a Applies only to accessory shoes with electrical contacts. 
b Stopping plane. 
c Direction of foot insertion. 
d Top surface. 
e Base surface. 
f The shoe shall provide electrical contact at these surfaces which shall also be camera bodyground. 

NOTE The symbol  denotes “symmetry” as defined in ISO 1101:2004, 4.12. 

Figure 1 — Camera accessory shoe with electrical contacts 
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Dimensions in millimetres 

 

Key 
a Stopping plane. 
b Direction of foot insertion. 

Figure 2 — Camera accessory shoe without electrical contacts 
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Dimensions in millimetres 

 

Key 
a Area A (rectangular). 
b Area B (circular). 
c Area C (hatched). 

Figure 3 — Location of clearance area 
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